
He is aware that this is the appointed time

Cleansing the temple
Asserting his authority
Silencing the critics
Instructions on the end times
Reminding the disciples of his coming death

Gospel accounts attest to it

It would be strange if he wasn't somewhat preoccupied with the reality of what is about to 
happen

Taking that into consideration, the conversations he has in this his final week of life 
could/should be considered with a keen interest for he is likely pointing out the things he 
most wants remembered.

For Christ the anticipation is building

Sunday - Palm Sunday
Monday - Temple Cleansed 
Tuesday - teaching in the temple

Take a step back

"By what authority do you do these things?"
As Luke records it, is concerned with his authority

Narrative then moves on to end times

Is not this section (21:1-6) out of place?
Why does the Holy Spirit, through Luke's pen, record these interactions?

Christ, teaching in the temple;

There is unquestionably a lesson here on giving, don’t take our discussion here today

In light of the context though; it would seem unwarranted to ignore the idea that these are used 
to transition from the authority Christ is displaying in the here and now (there and then) to the 
consummation of his authority in the last days.

Who hasn't heard a sermon about our need for sacrificial giving from this text? 
It is a worthy discussion

God is not concerned with the amount offered, but how much is entrusted
The widows trust/faith is on display

Christ is pointing out how misguided we can get

This is the bridge from Christ asserted authority to the consummation of that authority

The Widow's mite

We see a similar theme in the discourse with the disciples

More than two times larger than Solomon's temple with an additional massive 
courtyard surrounding it.
It had clearly won over the Jewish establishment, for speaking of it's destruction 

It was indeed impressive (by human standards)
They are drawn to the impressive nature of the temple and its surroundings
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It had clearly won over the Jewish establishment, for speaking of it's destruction 
is the charge they pressed which led to Christ's affirmation of his deity which led 
to his crucifixion 

Let's remember God created this 
God dwelled here
God still is using the physical things of this world

There is an error that says all physical things are bad

Within the text: Christ has just cleansed the temple the day before
Temporary things still serve a purpose

This is not to say that they were not useful

The temporary nature of these impressive structures points to the glory and 
grandeur of that which is to come (see the bridge between ideas that we were 
talking about?)

Their purpose is not only functional, but ideological

He sees a useful impressive temporary structure that will be done away with 
and replaced by a perfect, inconceivable, eternal state.

God/Christ sees something more (just like with the widow)

Christ, perhaps with the widow still on his mind, perhaps with the cross on his mind, states 
that these impressive structures are not trustworthy

This plays out in many ways in on our contemporary setting, enumerating them would 
probably only ignore the ways in which I am prone to doing it

But in light of the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, we would all do well to consider 
what our personal tendencies are. What "things" do we place too much trust and emphasis 
on? Think critically here, they can be good and right and yet the way we consider them can 
be faulty. 

Without Christ it is impossible to view this world aright. Apart from him, we are lost in sin, 
with no hope of understand God, or the things of God. It takes the work of the Holy Spirit to 
create in us a new understanding that is able to see the things as God sees them. To 
understand things as God understands them. The first step of anyone who seeks these 
things is faith in Christ. His sinless death, saves us from the sin that blinds and ultimately 
condemns us. 

As believers then we are to grow in Christ. We are to be renewed day by day. We should, 
through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, ridding ourselves of the sins which so easily 
beset us. The Holy Spirit also empowers our assessment of ourselves, convicting us in those 
areas that need improvement. Showing us the ways in which we have allowed the tangible 
to win our trust, our faith.

The resurrection demands our trust and faith in the intangible. The resurrection is the 
permanent, that this transient world points to. It is the truth that will not change, the fact 
that will not be disproved. It is that to which look to and by which we evaluate all things.  

The error of the Pharisee, the hindrance to the disciples, the handicap of the modern believer is 
the human tendency to place too much emphasis on the tangible
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