
Eph 5:31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

i. I can be 
a. You don't need me to tell you about marriage

1. Ver15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.
2. Ver 17 be ye not unwise but understanding in what the will of the Lord is.
3. This text is the will of the Lord concerning marriage

a. Right after Adam and Eve were given to each other 
b. Marriage was set apart from the beginning

4. Quoted from Genesis

a. Book of Matthew
b. Adds: “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”

5. Quoted by Jesus

i. Preceded by
b. Passage

1) Intro

2)

1.
a. The "wedding" solemnizes this union, makes it legal in the eyes of the state
b.

a. Another already/not-yet
i. A work he performs within marriage

The true union is an act of God

Jesus’ words clarify that God is the one who does the joining 

A man shall be joined to his wife, and they two shall be one flesh is a statement often quoted              but 
little understood. 

3)
1.

a. Joined together to unfold a mystery, to share the purpose of God
b. Similar to the separation of the groom and bride before the wedding, God and his image 

bearers are separated. Sin separates all who bear God’s image from the His presence. 
Through genuine faith in Christ, we become apart of his bride the church. The church is 
united with Christ in a oneness similar to that which he shares with Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Your marriage is a picture of the good news that people apart from God can be united 
with Christ and enjoy a oneness with the Son of God. 

This is a mystery: but I speak of Christ and the church
The purpose, why does God put such effort into marriage

4)

a. This is an honored and grave responsibility 

b. Excel in this You don’t need me to tell you about marriage, but perhaps you need to tell 
others. 

c.

i. Entrust to faithful men

ii. Older women teach the younger

Timothy

i. Even professing Christians don't know

ii. Prayerfully pursue opportunities

d. People don’t know

1. Marriage is meant display God’s will to the world
Conclusion
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