
Value the Valuable

Hosea 10:12

Intro
Israel is under judgement for their faithless ways. False teaching had become a cancer. Hosea's 
pronouncing judgement over a people who had erred in their understanding of God. He had once made 
himself plain to them. He had laid out clearly what His expectations were and the people left that. This 
falling away was significant. Hosea equates their sinfulness to that of Gibeah which, if you read Judges 
19, is heinous and horrific sin tolerated openly. 

Hosea says that their sinful ways will prove foolish and they will despair because of the harsh 
punishment that will befall them. Sin has consequences! Some temporal. Some Eternal. 

God's message to us today is that sin has consequences! He has revealed Himself to us. He laid our His 
expectations to us. If we ignore that truth it will lead to our folly. If you and I choose to trust in our own 
way, it will lead us to horrific sinfulness and ultimate destruction. See the example we have here. Take 
heed. Sin is serious and we are much too comfortable with it. 

It should be pointed out here that Hosea is not speaking to individuals, but to a whole nation. I submit 
that corporate truths are often applicable to the individual and vice versa. Often truths applied to the 
church are applicable to individual Christians. This nation that is being judge for it's wickedness is 
composed of wicked individuals. (NEEDS EXAMPLES)

Sandwiched in this extended proclamation of Judgement is ray of hope. Darkness and destruction 
surround it but, little verse 12 shines through as a path to escape. God says there is hope if the people 
are willing to rewrite their thinking and return to Him. God rescues those who would turn to Him for 
escape. He lays out a simple formula here in verse 12. 

Can we take a moment to be thankful for our context? There are those who would pity our rural 
setting as if it were some kind of hinderance to experiencing the fulness of life. However, those 
who live in a urban jungle have a difficult time appreciating the agrarian context of much of 
Scripture. We know what breaking up fallow ground looks like. 

This isn't easy. It is necessary for those who are apart from God, because what drew them 
away from God is the very thing that keeps them from God. The lust of flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. 

He says you have unfruitful lives. Overturn them. 

Break up your fallow ground

This is in contrast to what they were doing. They were "sowing to the flesh" spoken of in Galatians 
8. They were following along with the dictates of the times. They were part of the cultural norm 
and they were reaping corruption. Let us not make the mistake to think that problem is unique to 
their time. Let us not think it unique to those outside our area, our family, our church. Sin is 
ubiquitous and its depraved effects are not tied to fixed places and people. 
The call here is to sow righteousness. Do the acts associated with repentance as Paul spoke of in 
Acts 26. 

Sow righteousness

Deut 7:9 God is faithful to reward those that believe in him
Reap mercy ("steadfast love" ESV)
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Deut 7:9 God is faithful to reward those that believe in him

What has happened here? Those who's pursuits and values yielded wrath and destruction are now 
valuing the valuable. Righteousness is sought and God's mercy is experienced. 

The seasons dictate the timing of our activities. We do not plant our fields and gardens in 
December. We wouldn't try to harvest in June. God allots people an opportunity to come to him, 
as opposed to seeking the things of this word. The prophet Isaiah encourages us to Seek the Lord 
while he may be found. Time is limited. Value that which is valuable and seek Him.

For it is time to seek the Lord

A righteousness that is not your own will be given to you.  You will be made right before God. This 
is the message of the cross. 

Till he come and rain righteousness upon you

Value the valuable. Recognize that righteous living before God is to be desired above riotous living with 
the world. Think the opposite is false doctrine and false doctrine destroys lives/eternities. That was true 
for the idolaters of Hosea's day. They thought that their wickedness would make them more happy but 
it only invited the wrath of God.
It is true for those apart from God today. Valuing the things of this world led them to wickedness and 
unbelief. Scripture is clear that disobedient unbelievers will not experience God's mercy. Hosea testifies 
to the destruction that will befall those who do not repent. We have a picture of what that will 
ultimately be like for all those who die valuing this world over God. See their fate in Rev 14. We need to 
ensure that we value the valuable, for our sakes and the sake of others. 
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