
"We are doing everything we are supposed to, where is the payoff" (2-3)

You don’t watch
You don’t know
You do what you want while we are oppressed fulfilling your 
requests

They accuse God of injustice (3)

These are not the words of faithful servants of God.  

Their proper posture before God isn't motivated correctly. Verse 2 sounds 
good, but verse 3 shows their intent. 

Illustration: You run a company. You hire your spouse's nephew to work 
for you. He shows up every day, sits in his cubical, turns on his computer, 
maybe even hits a few keys, turns in a few assignments. He fulfills the role, 
but just barely. Now the end of the year rolls around and bonuses are 
handed out. He comes to you upset that he did not receive a bonus like his 
hard working colleagues did. What do you tell him?

Your heart is not it, your motivation is selfish and as such will not 
produce the promised result; I will not hear you.

God responds similarly (4)

Formalism has left the people diluted and confused

Confusion of the people

Humble, soul stricken people experiencing freedom from burdens and 
wickedness. Where the needs of God's people are met.

Verses 5-7 delineate the expectations of God

This is all spoke of in contrast to what they were doing. The questions 
posed in verses 5 and 6 highlight the discrepancy, challenging them to 
measure this description with their own experience. 

Verse 5 - Does this describe your experience?
Verse 6 - Does this describe your goal?
Verse 7 - Does this describe your response?

Form should not drain fervor

Clarification from God

God is here committing himself to a covenant of sorts with the people 
of Israel. If the first conditions are met He commits Himself to the 
reward described. 

Two big "ifs" followed by big rewards

You selflessly serve the needy
God will guide you, meeting all your needs, and establishing a Godly 

If #1 (10)

Covenant (of sorts) established

Isaiah 58
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God will guide you, meeting all your needs, and establishing a Godly 
legacy.

Delight yourself in honoring the Lord

The Lord shall be your delight 

If #2 (13)

Form+Fervor=Favor

Worship (Ryrie)
Fasting (ESV, MacArthur)
Ethics (Scofield)

What does your bible have for a heading?
Different Headings 

Fasting is a way to draw close to God personally
The Sabbath more collectively
This isn't a blueprint for worship as much as it is a standard for worship

God is as concerned with our spiritual posture as he is with our 
physical posture

God
Those in need

Worship is others first

Major Homework

Though all of these are valid, Worship seems best

Form and Fervor: Equally Important

Worship on a mountain top
Contemporary Services

(All reasons are not equal)
Resurgence of Catholicism

Personal account: Form matters

The messengers thought David would be pleased (fervor) but the way 
in which it was accomplished was not pleasing (form)

David and the death of Saul/Ish-bosheth

This passage affirms the established avenues to God, but it points to the 
way in which those avenues are traveled as important as well.

Verses 8-9
When we worship properly
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