
Ours is a troubled age; a dire time 
My first attempt at an introduction as going to be:

In short, it was depressing

What should our mindset be? Where should our attentions be focused?
It can be difficult to set your compass in our modern world where the trivial is emphasized and the critical is overlooked.
How do we get our bearings? How do we chart a course?

Believers will say that we are to turn to God. But the reality is that few know the path. Sadly even within our churches 
there is a dearth of people who have an intimate walk with God. 

Joel was a man of God who recognized that his times were dire. He had been given a message from the Lord, one that 
spoke of the destruction of Israel. 

-Human agents enact the will of the Lord
-It is not outside his control

It should be pointed out that God is the sender of the situation

It is intended to make the people return to Him
Discipline is the most loving thing to do sometimes, provided it's aim is correction and restoration

The sender of the desolation expresses its purpose by this directive

Saith the Lord

We who are people of the word, must heed it and examine ourselves first. 
Modern man, even within the church, is all too ready to excoriate his neighbor for harboring hate and bias, 
as he himself burns with both

This is call to all/the righteous are not exempt

Expressions of faith
Cast ourselves on his sufficiency

Fasting

Expressions of contrition
Recognize the damage of our sin

Weeping/mourning

God is not fooled
Outward expressions of repentance are not enough

Rend your heart

You are going in the wrong direction
Turn

Return to me with your heart

The outcome is right with or without it
The outcome is sure without it

Gracious
Merciful
Slow to anger
Of great kindness

He is:

For we know that:

These calls have resounded from pulpits since God began to use prophets and preachers
Ours is not a unique time

Joel 2:12-13
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These calls have resounded from pulpits since God began to use prophets and preachers
Baptist preachers have been especially prone to this message

The Day of the Lord is eminent b/c no one knows when it is coming
Ignore

The message is as applicable to the preacher as it is the hearer
Offend

Can be received wrong:

Life to a dead hearts 
Health to an anemic soul 
Communion with the Father were there was separation

It restores
Received rightly it is gives hope to an otherwise hopeless situation 

   Wall Lake Page 2    


